CHAPTER   I
THE  COUNTRY AND  ITS  POPULATION
No date can be assigned either for the Bronze
Age or for the coming of the Gauls.
c. 600 b.c, Marseilles founded by Greek colonists.
390   „   Capture of Rome by warriors from Gaul.
123    „   Creation of a Roman province in the south.
58-50 „   Conquest of Gaul by Caesar.
the evolution of a nation depends upon the material conditions
under which it has lived.1 In order to understand the successive
states through which the French nation has passed, we have
to start by obtaining an idea of the country in which its formation
took place and the population out of which it developed. Hence
the study of this process of development, which is the proper
function of history, has as its preliminary condition some know-
ledge at least of facts falling within the sphere of other branches
of knowledge: those concerning the country itself, which belong
to the domain of geography, and those concerning its population,
which belong to that of anthropology and ethnography.
JTHE   COUNTRY
The land in which the formation of the French nation took
place has produced an effect upon that nation both by its natural
features, which have determined the mode of life of its inhabitants,
1 This does not mean that the evolution of a people is determined by natural con-
ditions alone - that is, the nature of the land, known as 'environment', and the
nature of the inhabitants, known as 'race'. The same environment does not react
in the same way upon all populations,the proof of which is that very different peoples
have followed one another upon the same territory. Nature only produces her effects
where man knows how to make her do so. There has always been coal in Pas-de-
Calais, but there were no miners till 1850; there have always been iron-mines in
Lorraine, but there were no metal-workers till 1890; Brittany has always had a
seaboard, but there were no Breton sailors until the seventeenth century, Similarly,
a population may adopt a way of life different from that of the ancestors of its race:
the English, a seafaring and industrial nation, are descended from a population
which was exclusively agricultural,
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